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The earliest palace at Phaistos (1900-1700
BC) was built upon deposits dating from the
Neolithic and Early Minoan periods (3000- INFORMATION
2000 BC). This early palace, in which the
basic features of Minoan architecture can
be detected (paved courtyards, polythyra,
carefully worked facades, light-wells,

etc.), was destroyed and repaired on two
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occasions. After a third destruction about & Ynoupyelo MoATiopoU Kal Toupiaos
1700 BC, the ruins were razed to make way Sgzs Ministry of Culture & Tourism
for the construction of the later palace,
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EAAHNIKA

To avdktopo tng Paioctou pe tnv e§aipetn
APXITEKTOVIKI TOou oUvOean, TN AertoupyikGTnTd Tou
Kai v dyoyn Kataokeur Tou Bewpeital wg TUMKS
Seiypa pivwikou avaktépou.

H emiokeyn apxider amé tn Sutikr aukr (1), mou
avrjkel oto maAaié avdktopo. Yridpxel Kal €8, OTTwg
kar otnv Kvwod, Beatpikdg xdpog (4) kal KTtioTtég
KUKAIKEG KATAOKEUEG, iowg oINS yia amobrikeuon
Snuntpiakwv. Ta Sutikd mpomuAaia thg Paictol
(66-69) eival acpalwg n mo evtunwolakr Kipia
€i0080¢ pIvwikoU avaktépou. Xuykpoteital and
mAatiokalo (67), mpomulo pe evSidueco kiova (68),
otod (69) kal pwtaywys (69a).

>t dutikr mtépuya evdiagépov mapouoidlel n
peydAn aibouca (25). Mpdkertar yia uméotuln
aiBouoa pe opBopappapwoeig kai TPIMAS TUAGva
TIPOG TNV KEVTPIKY aulr, Je Aatpeutikr| iowg xprion.
>tnyv idia mtépuya undpxouv kar dAa Swpdtia mou
oxetiovtai pe tn Aatpeia (8-11).

H kevtpikr) aulrj (40) Siatnpei v mAakdotpwor) g
TTOU XpOVOAOYEital TNV MaAdioavakTopIki mepiodo
(1900-1700 m.X.).

Ané v avatoAikr| mtépuya Siatnpeital pikpd

pévo turjpa (63-64) mou mepihapPdver aiBouoa pe
pwtaywyoug kal degapevég kabappwv (635).

21 Bopeia ntépuya Ppiokovtal ta «Pacihikd
Siapepiopatay (50, 77-79). Tnv emonudtnta twv
SiapepIopdtwy aut®v uroypappidel n pvnUEIddng
mpdooYn TNG MTEPUYAG TTPOG TNV KEVIPIKK AUAR HE
Toug peydhoug opBooTdteg, Toug NUIKIOVEG TTou
TAQICIOVOUV TNV KEVTPIKI| TTUAN Kal TG eKatépwbdev
ToIxoypagpnuéveg KAyxeg yia tg O€oeig twv
PPOUP®V TNG TUANG (41), kabwg kal o BabuIdwtdg
Bwpdg mou Bpioketal otn ywvia avdpeoa ot
Bdpeia kar ot Sutiki tépuya. Makpig Siadpopog
Kal E0WTEPIKEG AUAEG Sivouv mpdofaon oe
ouykpdTNpa Swuatiwy Kal o pia peyaAutepn auli
pe kepapikd kapivi oto kévtpo (90). Yméotuhn
«aiBouoca cupmocinvy iowg UTTHPXE OTOV GPOPO

pe B€a mpog tnv kevtpikr aukrj. To uméloimo tng
mtépuyag katahapPdvouy ta emionpa Siapepiopata.
Aiakpivovtal 8Uo aibouoeg (50, 79) pe moluteh

kataokeur| (aAafdotpiveg emevduoelg ToiXwV, TAGKEG
Samédou, Toixoypagikd Sidkoopo), Tou mMAaici@vovtal
and pwtaywyous, e§WoTeg Kal Pia peydAn mepiotuln
aulq (93).

Extdg and to avdktopo, GUYKPOTHPATa KAToIKI®Y

Kar évag vadg tng apxaikrig mepiddou (100), iowg g
P¢ag, éxouv avaokagei mpog BA. kai NA. tou xdpou.
Euprjpata ané to avdktopo ektibevtal oto
Apxaioloyiké Mouceio Hpakheiou, émwg o Siokog
™G Paiotou, n peydAn culoyr| TWV EVIUTTWOIAK®Y
KAPapaikwy ayyeiwv pe ToikiAia moAUXpwpwy
Siakoopniogwy K.4.

The palace of Phaistos with its superb architectural
composition, its functionality, and its flawless
construction is considered to be a typical example of
the Minoan palaces.

A visit to the palace begins with the west court (1),
which belongs to the old palace. As at Knossos, there
is theatral area here (4), and built circular structures
that were possibly silos for the storage of grain. The
west propylaea of Phaistos (66-69) is undoubtedly
the most impressive entrance of any Minoan palace.
It consists of a landing (67), a porch with a central
column (68), a portico (69) and a light-well (69a).

Avdktopo ®aictol
Kdtoyn twv kupinv Siagpépwv
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Palace of Phaistos
Ground plan of buildings of various
periods

The large room (25) in the west wing is of some
interest. It is a hypostyle hall with marble revetment
and a triple doorway leading on to the main court,
and was perhaps used for some cult purpose. In the
same wing there are also rooms connected with
religious worship (8-11).

The main court (40) preserves its paving, dating from
the Protopalatial period (1900-1700 BC).

Only a small section (63-64) of the east wing
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survives, including a room with a light-well and lustral
basins (635).

The north wing includes the complex of the “royal
apartments” (50, 77-79). The official character of
these rooms is emphasized by the monumental
facade of the wing facing the main court, with

large pillars and half-columns framing the main

gate, and with painted niches to either side for the
guards posted at the gate (4l), which is flanked

by half-columns; the stepped altar placed in the
angle between the north and west wings is further
testimony to the religious character of the complex.
A long passage and inner courtyards afford access
to a complex of rooms and a larger court with a
pottery kiln in the middle (90). There may have
been a hypostyle “banquet hall” on the first floor,
looking over the main court. The rest of the wing

is occupied by official apartments. Two rooms may
be distinguished here of luxurious construction (50,
79) — walls revetted with alabaster, paving slabs, wall-
painting — which are flanked by light-wells, balconies
and a large peristyle courtyard (93).

In addition to the palace, a group of houses and an
Archaic temple (100), possibly of Rhea, have been
excavated to the north-east and south-west of the
site respectively.

Finds from the palace are on display in the
Herakleion Archaeological Museum, amongst them
the Phaistos disc, a large collection of Kamares ware
vases with a variety of polychrome decoration, etc.



